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The Letter of James: 
Transformed by Christ

You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the 
world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend 
of the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose it 
is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over 
the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? But he gives more 
grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace 
to the humble.” Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw 
near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. 
Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.

James 4:4–10

1. A dangerous friendship: Accommodation to 
the world (v.4-5)

2. A greater hope: God gives more grace is 
greater (v.6)

3. A call to action: Seek, repent, weep (v.7-10)

---------------------------------A Call to Humiliation “Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring 
repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion 
without confession, absolution without personal confession. Cheap 
grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace 
without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.

Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it a 
man will go and sell all that he has. It is the pearl of great price to 
buy which the merchant will sell all his goods. It is the kingly rule of 
Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck out the eye which causes 
him to stumble; it is the call of Jesus Christ at which the disciple 
leaves his nets and follows him.

Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again, the gift 
which must be asked for, the door at which a man must knock.

Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it 
calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, 
and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life. It is costly 
because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner. Above 
all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son: "ye were bought at a 
price," and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us. Above all, it 
is grace because God did not reckon his Son too dear a price to pay for 
our life, but delivered him up for us. Costly grace is the Incarnation of 
God.” 

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship
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